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Timetable 
 
Following a meeting on 26 October, with the Planning department at South 
Northants Council (SNC), we are now able to confirm the timetable for the 
next stages of the Local Plan process. 
 
The original time frame to produce and approve the SNC Local Plan has been 
extended and it is unlikely to be adopted before mid-year 2017. 
 
Next steps 
 
The next key event is another round of consultation during the first quarter of 
2016.  This community consultation with the 90 Parishes in SNC area will also 
be open to any resident, landowner or business that wishes to contribute.  
SNC will include in this consultation any land or proposed development that 
they have been made aware of. 
 
Parishes will have the opportunity to respond to the consultation process and 
may need to consult locally to prepare their input.  Parishes like Pattishall, 
who have already developed a parish plan, will use it to inform their response 
and recommendations to the Local Plan. 
 
The dates for the consultation have yet to be established, but will be 
published on the SNC website in due course.  Once all the recommendations 
and submissions have been received by the due date, SNC will complete a 
review and assessment progressing towards the formal adoption of the Local 
Plan in 2017. 
 
Village Confines 
 
SNC will revisit Village Confines as part of the Local Plan process. Where 
Parishes submit recommendations these will be tested, reworked if required, 
and then adopted into the Local Plan.  In the absence of recommendations 
SNC will complete its own review and amend the confines, as they deem 
appropriate. 



 
The current Village Confine principles will remain as the guideline for the 
reviews:  
 

• Existing main built up area 
• Gardens do not necessarily fall within the confines 
• Use natural boundaries, roads/hedges where possible 
• Dalscote and Cornhill are Hamlets defined as open countryside 
• Land between the villages defined as open countryside 
• No residential development in open countryside outside the confines other 

than 
§ Buildings essential for the purpose of agriculture or forestry 

use 
§ Replacement of an existing dwelling (same footprint) 

 
 
Planning Applications 
 
Any planning applications submitted over the next one to two years will be 
processed subject to current planning protocol and will not take into account 
any proposed changes in the Local Plan.  For example, existing village 
confines will apply; only in exceptional circumstances, with full community 
support, would an application be considered if outside existing or within 
proposed confines.  This is unlikely to be the case for Pattishall Parish.  
 
 
Village Design Statements 
 
Another feature of the Local Plan process is the option to revise the current 
Village Design Statements (VDS), which have not been updated since first 
published many years ago. 
 
A VDS will provide a clear statement of the character of a particular village 
against which planning applications may be assessed. A VDS is not 
concerned with whether development should take place but with how planned 
development should be carried out, so that it is in harmony with its setting and 
contributes to the conservation and, where possible, enhancement of the local 
environment. 
 
SNC will accept recommendations for revised VDS from Parish Councils 
provided that they are supported by evidence of consultation with the 
community for which they apply. Such recommendations will be tested by 
SNC and may be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document within the 
Local Plan, becoming material to future planning applications. 
 
Pattishall Parish will include revised VDS for Astcote, Eastcote and Pattishall 
when responding to the consultation process in 2016. 
 
 
 


